
Adult Programs for the Fall  

Fiction Book Club:   
ñThe Immortal Life      
of Henrietta Lacksò 

Wednesday,  
September 7  7:00 pm  

 

From a single, abbreviated 

life grew a seemingly immor-

tal line of cells that made 

some of the most crucial in-

novations in modern science 

possible. And from that same 

life, and those cells, Rebecca Skloot has fashioned in 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, a fascinating and 

moving story of medicine and family, of how life is sus-

tained in laboratories and in memory. Henrietta Lacks 

was a mother of five in Baltimore, a poor African 

American migrant from the tobacco farms of Virginia, 

who died from a cruelly aggressive cancer at the age of 

30 in 1951. A sample of her cancerous tissue, taken 

without her knowledge or consent, as was the custom 

then, turned out to provide one of the holy grails of mid-

century biology: human cells that could survive--even 

thrive--in the lab. Known as HeLa cells, their stunning 

potency gave scientists a building block for countless 

breakthroughs, beginning with the cure for polio. Skloot 

doggedly but compassionately gathered the threads of 

the stories of Henriettaôs family, slowly gaining their 

trust while helping them learn the truth about her. With 

their aid she tells a rich and haunting story that asks the 

questions, Who owns our bodies? And who carries our 

memories? --condensed from Tom Nissley 

(amazon.com) 

Experience the Thrilling Music of the Manhattan Lyric Opera  
Wednesday, September 21  7:00 pm  

 

Founded in 1998 by opera singer and Artistic Director Anne Tormela, The Manhattan Lyric   

Opera Company is uniquely devoted to presenting elegant, concise, user-friendly staged and 

concert versions of the classic operas, operettas and Broadway works. 

The Company specializes in making the heart of this great    

music accessible.        A native New Yorker, Ms. Tor-

mela specializes in bel-canto,       operatic and early-music style. 

Her voice has been described as ñringing and strongly expressiveò 

with ñextraordinary vocal control.ò Critics have also said she negotiates 

ñthe upper reaches (of her voice) with  dazzling security.ò Make sure you come 

early to get a good seat for what promises to be a wonderful evening. And remember to sign up online or by 

phone. 

Learn How to Self -Publish with Author Manny Luftglass  
Saturday, September 10  2:00 pm  

 

Have you always wanted to publish your book, but don't know exactly how? 

Have you tried traditional publishing methods, and traditional publishers, but 

have been frustrated by the results? Manny Luftglass, local author and self-

publisher, discusses the process of self-publishing from start to finish. He covers 

such issues as developing credibility, deciding your audience, copywriting, find-

ing a printer, and marketing your book. Make your dream come true! 

Want to see what our programs are like? Check out our YouTube videos on the website 
www.wmlnj.org by clicking on the YouTube icon.  



More Adult Programs for the Fall  

Listen to Two Unique Points of View  
On New Jersey History  
Tuesday, September 27  7:00 pm  
 

Join us in a marvelous presentation of New Jersey 

history, led by two celebrated historians,          

Jude M. Pfister and Gordon Thomas Ward.  

Mr. Pfister is the author of The Jacob Ford Jr. 

Mansion, The Fords of New Jersey and The First    

Decade of the United States Supreme Court (2007). He is the Chief of Cultural Resources at the Morristown        

National Historical Park Library. 

Mr. Ward is the author of A Bit of Earth and Ghosts of Central Jersey. He is a member of Haunted New Jersey, 

a premier group of paranormal investigators who make use of many years' worth of experience and the collec-

tion of forensic-based evidence to both dismiss and support claims of hauntings, especially in historic locations.  

Gordon Thomas Ward  Jude Pfister  

Join us for an exciting and informative 

night of Salsa!! Jose Obando is one of the 

incorporators of the salsa museum in Span-

ish Harlem and its former executive direc-

tor. Salsa is an American musical genre 

amalgamated by Nuyoricans (thatôs a com-

bination of New Yorkers and Puerto       

Ricans) and Puerto Ricans in El Barrio.  

Mr. Obando established Lubona Corpora-

tion, an education consultancy, and serves as 

the executive director. His consultancy in-

cludes the Department of Musical Instru-

ments of The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 

the Julliard School, The Cathedral of St. Pat-

rick, the NY Public Library and many other 

prestigious institutions. You will love his 

music and the show! 

Move with the Jose Obando Salsa Trio  
Wednesday, October 12  7:00 pm  

New Jerseyôs Civil WaréJust how did the war affect the State? 
Thursday, October  13  7:00 pm  
 

The Civil War divided New Jersey more than any other northern State. The last northern state 

to ban slavery, New Jersey was the only free state where Stephen Douglas won any electoral 

votes. Copperheads were in office throughout the War and Newark's mayor even talked about 

secession. Although New Jersey regiments fought bravely in many battles, the Civil War in 

New Jersey did little to unify the state. Learn about New Jersey's controversial history in the 

War Between the States in New Jersey with Kean University professor of history Jonathan 

Mercantini. Professor Mercantini shows several letters from members of the Kean family 

written during the Civil War era, as well as other fascinating items of the times.  

 

 Register online for all programs at 
www.wmlnj.org. or 908.789.4090 x 7951  



Even More Adult Programs  

Presenting the Hitchcock Series:  
Get ready for a horrifying October!  

 

Sir Alfred Hitchcock directed over 60 films spanning more than half a 

century. With a distinctive style, both in front and behind the camera, his 

movies influenced generations of film makers. Watching classic scenes 

from ñRear Window,ò ñNorth by Northwest,ò ñPsycho,ò and ñThe Birds,ò 

we discover what made Hitchcock, ñthe master of suspense.ò  

Chris Messineo, Director of the NJ Film 

Institute, narrates an audiovisual       

presentation of some of the masterôs best movies. Sharing scenes from 

classic films and anecdotes about their making, he dissects the work of 

the master with wit and insight into the craft of film making. Mr. Messi-

neo is an award-winning filmmaker, a fanatical student of cinema and 

an accomplished lecturer. You will learn so much about what made 

Hitchcockôs films so memorableéand so scary! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psycho  
Monday, October 3  

6:30 pm  
 

Everyone knows that a boyôs 

best friend is his motheré 

The Birds  
Monday October 17  

6:30 pm  
 

The screams you hear may be 

your owné 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strangers on a Train  
Monday, October 24  

6:30 pm  
 

When two strangers meet on a 

train, itôs murderé 

Hitchcock: Man of Mystery  
Presented by Chris Messineo,  

Director of the NJ Film Institute  
Saturday, Oct 29  2:00 pm  



Almost the last page of Adult Programs  

Going Bat -ty ðLearn Everything about Bats!  
Saturday, October 15  10:30 am  

                                                           

Jackie Kashmer, Director of the New Jersey Bat 

Sanctuary, shows us a real bat or two, explains their 

behavior, and teaches us everything about them. Did 

you know that bats come in different colors? Did you 

know how important they are for a healthy environ-

ment? Do you know what to do if you find a bat? Do 

you know where the New Jersey Bat Sanctuary is  

located?   

Ms. Kashmer became a wildlife rehabilitator 20 years 

ago, re-habbing small mammals and songbirds. Six 

years ago she began to concentrate solely on bats 

when she realized that large rehab centers could not 

always provide the necessary care and feeding of a 

baby bat, which is the size of a thumbnail. Since bats 

play such a vital role in the health of our environment, 

their care cannot be taken lightly. Bring your ques-

tions and be prepared to change your mind about bats. 

Ghosts of Central New Jersey: Historic Haunts of the Somerset Hills  
Wednesday, October 26  7:00 pm  
 

Tonight historian and author Gordon Thomas Ward delivers a captivating lecture about 

ghostly phenomena at historic locations in New Jersey. A lifelong writer, Mr. Ward is a 

member of Haunted New Jersey, a premier group of paranormal investigators who      

investigate claims of hauntings, especially in historic locations. 

Mr. Wardôs other writings include books, speeches, newspaper and magazine articles and 

poetry. He is the author of Life on the Shoulder: Rediscovery and Inspiration along the                                                

Lewis and Clark Trail (Lucky Press 2005) and a self-published book of original poetry entitled Windows 

(1994).   

The Christopher Dean 

Band is a top notch, re-

gional blues/soul band 

based out of the Central 

Jersey area. They have 

been working up and 

down the East Coast for the past eight 

years. Their vocals and musicðguitar, 

keyboard and saxðhave a natural, 

soulful groove that will have you 

tapping your feet.  

Register online for all programs at www.wmlnj.org, or call 908.789.4090 x 7951. 

Groove with the Christopher Dean Band  
Wednesday, November 2  7:00 pm  



The Final Word on Adult Programs  

Other Programs Held at the Library  

Story Slam! Tell Your Favorite ôRound the Dinner Table Stories 
Wednesday, November 30  7:00 pm  

 

Previously called a ñMothUp,ò our Story Slam is your chance to tell a favorite 

story to a small group of willing listeners. No cheat sheets or notes allowed; 

check out themoth.org to get ideas on how this event works. New and experi-

enced storytellers encouraged!  

The Foreign Film Festival Will Fire up in the Fall!  
 

Save these dates for the best in foreign films and watch our website at 

www.wmlnj.org for announcements of titles. All shows on Mondays     

at 2:00 and 6:30 pm: September 26, November 28 and December 12. 

Opera is one of the most vital and complex art forms, combining 

theater, orchestra, staging, costume, acting, singing, dancing and 

everything else associated with musical drama. For over 400 years, 

composers have created operatic masterpieces that have thrilled  

audiences around the world. Come explore the stories, characters 

and music of the great operas with Robert W. Butts, one of New Jerseyôs leading 

opera conductors. With video examples and lecture, Mr. Butts explores six      

operas in depth. 

October 3, 17, 24, 31 and November 7 and 21. Contact the Westfield Adult 

School to register. Call 908.232.4050, e-mail adultschool@westfieldnj.com or: 

Westfield Adult School                                                                                                                                           
PO Box 606 Westfield NJ 07091 

Monday Afternoon at the Opera  
Held at the Library  

Hosted by the Westfield Adult School  
A six -week session from 1:00 to 3:00 pm  

Want to see what our programs are like? Check out our YouTube videos on the website 
www.wmlnj.org by clicking on the YouTube icon.  


