
  

Founded in 1879, the Westfield     

Memorial Library strives to 

provide the Westfield commu-

nity an environment that pro-

motes a love of reading and 

ensures free access to ideas 

and information. 
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Library Hours  

Monday-Thursday 

9:30 AM to 9:00 PM 

Friday and Saturday 

9:30 AM to 5:00 PM 

Sunday 

1:00 to 5:00 PM  

 

 

Library Closings 

Friday, April 2 for Good Friday  

Sunday, April 4 for Easter 

Monday, May 31 for Memorial Day 

 

 

Board of Trustees Meetings 

March 25 

April 22  

May 27 
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New & Noteworthy at the Westfield Memorial Library      Spring 2010 

ñAnd then what happened?ò Maureen Cooney, Youth Services librarian 

captivates young listeners with her reading of ñThe Lion and The Mouseò 

on a wintery afternoon in March. Readings for Aesopôs Kids continue on 

Fridays at 3:45 p.m. from April 9 to May 14.  

Libraryôs E-Book Collection Now Compatible 
With E -readers  

Our electronic book collection is an 
exciting service we offer to patrons. 
E-Books allow us to expand our col-
lection, providing fiction titles and 
numerous nonfiction titles with sub-
jects ranging from computer instruc-
tion to business, how-to, self-help, 
and travel. Now we are embracing 
new technology to make this service 
even more accessible. 

Although we started the e-Book col-
lection seven years ago, until now   
all the titles could be read or 
downloaded only to a computer. This 
past holiday season proved that port-
able e-readers, such as Sony and Bar-
nes and Noble Nooks, were enor-
mously popular.  

So now we are excited to announce 
that over 2,000 titles are compatible 
through Barnes and Noble Nooks, 
Sonyôs Daily Edition, all for Sony 
Digital Readers (PRS-300, 505, 600, 
and 700BC), and COOL-ER. 

(Unfortunately, e-Books cannot be 
downloaded to Kindles at this time). 

The library has access to two data-
bases for e-Books. You can find 
popular fiction and non fiction titles 
through the link to ListenNJ. The 
ListenNJ collection, which still con-
tains downloadable e-audiobooks, 
has now been expanded to include e-
Books. Our other e-Book database, 
NetLibrary, focuses mainly on non-
fiction titles.  

Also, we will soon announce changes 
to our website to make these materi-
als easier to access. Currently, you 
may access the collection by going to 
our website at www.wmlnj.org.  

You can find links to ListenNJ and 
NetLibrary at the bottom of the page. 
To set up accounts specifically for 
NetLibrary, you should visit the ref-
erence desk on the second floor. 

Photo by Kathy Muhm 

http://www.wmlnj.org/
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Spotlight  

If youôre a regular user of the library, you have most likely 

seen Phil Israel, Director since 2003, around the building. 

He may be talking to a patron on his phone, troubleshooting 

the public computers, or overseeing a visit from the building 

inspector or fire department.  

ñRunning a library is just like running a small business,ò 

said Mr. Israel, who has had a career in the library field 

spanning 30 years. ñIt covers everything from personnel 

issues, to construction, to budgeting, or to knowing the lat-

est type of content that people wantðwhether itôs digital, 

online, or the more traditional printed materialðand every-

thing in between.ò 

As director of the library, Mr. Israel recommends an annual 

budget of approximately $2.6 million to the Board of Trus-

tees and administers it throughout the year; recommends 

long term goals and plans to the Board; and collaborates 

with department heads to plan and implement new services. 

As part of day-to-day operations of the library, he also    

selects the movies and music CDôs that are part of the        

libraryôs collection.  

To choose movies and music that pa-

trons will like, Mr. Israel reads numer-

ous movie catalogs and follows the 

Billboard charts, as well as relying on 

staff members who have expertise in 

areas that he lacks. The ultimate guid-

ance is in the market place. ñIf a movie 

or a CD is popular in the consumer 

market, it will be popular here,ò he 

said. 

Mr. Israelôs knowledge of what patrons 

want is solidly based in his past experi-

ence as director of the Somerville Pub-

lic Library, the Sadie Pope Dowdell 

Library in South Amboy, and his years 

at the media centers of Fairleigh Dick-

inson University, Upsala College and 

Rutgers University. He earned his 

Master of Library 

Science at the Gradu-

ate School of Library 

and Information Stud-

ies at Rutgers Univer-

sity and a B.A. in his-

tory at Montclair 

State College. 

In a busy library such 

as Westfield, where 

more than 260,000 patrons walk through the door annually 

and more than 350,000 items were loaned in 2009, what 

does Mr. Israel like most about the job? ñSuccessfully im-

plementing new programs and services,ò he said without 

hesitation.  

Some of the new programs and services that he has brought 

to the library over the past seven years are the launching of 

the online archives, which capture more than 100 years of 

local newspapers, 80 years of Westfield High School year-

books, and recorded oral histories of Westfield citizens; the 

introduction of technology improvements such as the wire-

less network and the numerous 

databases offered by the library; as 

well as the overseeing of the 2007 

renovation. He also mentioned the 

Lewis and Clark exhibit, which 

toured all over the nation, with 

Westfield being the smallest venue 

to show the exhibit. 

According to Mr. Israel, West-

fieldôs greatest strength is the com-

petence of the staff and the value 

the community places in the li-

brary. His own approach to the 

business of running a library is 

also a major contributing factor. 

ñItôs the details that make every-

thing successful,ò he said. ñThe 

little things add up to make the 

entire experience more rewarding.ò 

 

Phil Israel, Library Director  

Board of Trustees 
Douglas Stokes, President  
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Friends of the Library  

Deadline for the Future Librarian scholarship application is April 15. All applications must be 
submitted to the library, attention of Jane Stepanski, Scholarship Committee.  

FRIENDSô ANNUAL BOOK SALE 
 

DONATION DAYS:                                                                   

APRIL 15 & 16 10:00-3:00 pm   APRIL 17 10:00-1:00 pm   

SALE DAYS:                                                                            

MEMBERS PREVIEW: APRIL 21 9:00 -12:00                    

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:                                                                  

APRIL 21 2:00-8:00 and APRIL 22 10:00-8:00                                 

APRIL 23 10:00-8:00 (HALF PRICE DAY)                        

APRIL 24 9:30-1:00 (BAG DAY)  ($5 per Bag) 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!                                                      

SET UP: APRIL 13-14                                                                                        

DONATION DAYS:                                                                       

APRIL 15-17                                                                                   

SORTING DAYS:                                                                         

APRIL 18-20                                                                                    

SALE DAYS:                                                                                

APRIL 21-24                                                                                   

TAKE DOWN DAYS:                                                                  

APRIL 25-26 

If you wish to volunteer, please give your name and contact in-

formation to the Circulation Desk Staff. All donations are tax 

deductible and benefit the Westfield Memorial Library. We do 

not accept textbooks, magazines, damaged materials, condensed 

books, records, or encyclopedias.  

Friends Decorate the Meeting Room  
 

The library Meeting Room has a fresh new look 

that you must see! Recently painted yellow and 

adorned with framed posters, the room pays trib-

ute to the Friendsô Museum Pass Program. The 

Friendsô Poster Project installed posters repre-

senting the museums that our patrons can attend 

for free. We acquired the posters in a variety of 

ways: some museums created posters specifically 

for us, some donated posters, some were pur-

chased, and two were created by Friends co-

president Linnea Rhodes. The posters were 

mounted, matted and framed at The Artist 

Framer in Cranford by owner Stefanie Lalor. She 

and Will Rhodes, art installer, donated their time.  

On Monday, May 3 at 7:00 p.m., the Friends host 

a special reception celebrating the Poster Project 

and the Museum Pass Program. Discounted 

memberships, plus information on the museums 

in the Museum Pass Program will be available. 

See page 9. 

 

The Anne M. Hale Speaker Series, named for a West-
field woman who was active in community events 
and who died in 2007, will expand from one talk per 
year to four events this year. 

The series is financed through a grant from The Tho-
mas Glasser Foundation and by The Anne and Lee 
Hale Fund, and is hosted by the Friends of the West-
field Memorial Library. 

Jon Bramnick, a Westfielder and the New Jersey As-
sembly conference leader, kicks off the series on 
April 8 with a talk titled ñTrenton: An Inside Look at 
State Government Decision Making.ò Former major 

leaguer Jeff Torborg, a Westfield native, talks about 
baseball, the national pastime, in a June 3 lecture. 
These events will be held at the Town Hall Commu-
nity Room in Westfield. 

Dr. Thomas Farley, the New York City health com-
missioner who grew up in Westfield, discusses the 
ñPrescription for a Healthy Nationò in a Sept. 30 talk 
at the library.  

The final speaker is researcher and author Arthur    
Lefkowitz, of Piscataway, who was a featured 
speaker last year in the Anne Hale Series. His talk, 
also to be held at the library, on November 17, fo-
cuses on the ñindispensable menò who helped George 
Washington in the fight for American independence.  

 

Anne M. Hale Speaker Series Expands  
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Computer Classes  Spring 2010  
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Introduction to Microsoft Word  
Tuesday, March  9  
10:00 -11:30 am  
 

If you are still using your computer as a 

typewriter, this hands-on class will help 

you make the most of Word. Learn the 

basics of setting up a document, format-

ting text, and cutting and pasting. (2003 

version)                                                 

Must have mouse and typing skills        

to attend this class 

Introduction to the Internet  
Saturday, April 10  
10:00 -11:30 am  
 

Discover all the fun and interesting fea-

tures of the Internet, including menus 

and toolbars, and learn how to navigate 

the Web.                                                      

Must have mouse and typing skills      

to attend this class 

These classes can give you a great introduction to some fabulous new learning. Spring is the 

time for a fresh start! Please check what computer skills are required to attend each class. 

Email Basics  
Tuesday, March 16 or  
Tuesday, May 4  
10:00 -11:30 am  
 

A librarian will help you set up an email 

account and develop some basic email 

skills using Yahoo!                           

Must have mouse and typing skills to 

attend this class 

Facebook -New Class!!!  
Monday, April 5  7:00 -8:30 pm or  
Saturday, May 1  10:00 -11:30 am  

 

Wouldnôt you love to learn how to use 

all the wonderful features on Facebook? 

Learn how to set up an account, develop 

your profile information, load pictures 

and communicate with friends & family. 

Note: If you do not have a Facebook 

account already, you must have an 

email account to sign up.                 

Must have mouse and typing skills         

to attend this class 

Genealogical Resources              
on the Internet  
Wednesday, April 7  
10 :00 -11:30 am  
 

If you have always wanted to research 

your family tree or find information on 

your ancestors, this is the class for you! 

This workshop will show you how to 

use Heritage Quest Online and 

Ancestry.com, which are databases 

accessible at the library.                   

Must have mouse and typing skills         

to attend this class 

 

See next page for more classes  

BEGINNER CLASSES 
Just unpacked your new computer and unsure where to start? These classes are for you! 

INTERMEDIATE CLASSES  
Fun and practical classes for those with some computer knowledge and skill. 
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Computer Classes Continued  

Business and Investment  
Resources on the Internet  
Wednesday, March 3  
7 :00 -8:30 pm  
 

Ever wonder how to find a current or 

historic stock price, company profile in-

formation, or the latest investment tips? 

Ever want to find businesses in certain 

geographical areas? This demonstration 

and hands-on class covers the basics of 

ReferenceUSA, Standard and Poorôs, 

NetAdvantage, Hooverôs and Yahoo! 

Finance, which are comprehensive 

sources of business and investment in-

formation here at the Library.           

Must have mouse and typing skills        

to attend this class 

Shopping Resources on the    
Internet   
Thursday, March 25   
10 :00 -11:30 am  
 

If you love to shop, want to find unique 

items or are always looking for a bar-

gain, this class is for you! In this hands-

on class, weôll explore various online 

shopping resources, and discuss com-

parison shopping and security.         

Must have mouse and typing skills     

to attend this class 

Google Docs  
Thursday, May 11  
10:00 -11:30 am  
  

Google offers much more than just a 

search engine. Come and learn about 

Googleôs free, web-based alternatives to 

Word, Excel and PowerPoint and never 

carry a Flash drive again.                       

Must have mouse and typing skills        

to attend this class 

Advanced Microsoft Word  
Thursday, May 13  
7:00 -8:30 pm  
 

Learn about Wordôs advanced capabili-

ties such as editing photographs, creating    

eye-catching banners, and importing Ex-

cel graphs. (2003 version)                 

Must have beginning Word skills        

to attend this class 
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Travel Resources on the 
Internet  
Thursday, May 6  
10 :00 -11:30 am  
 

Right now can be the best time to fly 

and travel! This hands-on class teaches       

                                                                

you to navigate the vast array of Inter-

net resources for the best prices for 

travel. Learn also how to book tickets 

online and make hotel reservations. 

Must have mouse and typing skills   

to attend this class 

Advanced  

Ready to bump up your skills to the next level? 


